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"Sweet April showers, Do spring May flowers." 
Thomas Tusser, 1557   

What better way to celebrate the arrival of Spring than Volunteering in 

our glorious British countryside. 

There are a number of opportunities available, from work parties with 

Kent High Weald Partnership helping to clear ponds and create 

walkways, to becoming a garden guide with Ightham Mote and helping 

visitors explore the varied gardens, terraces and orchards on the 

estate.  

Whatever your interests your local Volunteer Centre are here to help. 



This Spring and Summer the BBC hopes to inspire 
you to step up and get stuck in – sharing some of 
your time and energy with good causes, not just for 
the benefit of others but for the rewards you can 
reap yourself. 

Across BBC Television and Radio there will be uplifting and heart-warming 
programmes culminating around this year’s National Volunteers’ Week. In them 
presenters and communities alike will be showing how great things are already 
being done across the UK, and encouraging you to join in. 

Throughout, hosts from the BBC, from Nick Knowles to the Springwatch team, 
will be investigating how volunteering can make a difference… 

"Having worked with over 20,000 volunteers on DIY SOS I’ve seen first-hand the 
power of volunteering. Volunteering really can change people's lives and quite 
often, it's the lives of those who have volunteered that change the most.” Nick 
Knowles 

To read more please go to: 

http://bbc.in/1Sk8c8L  

Next time you go to the beach, whether it’s to surf or walk the 

dog, it’s easy to make time for a 2 minute beach clean. You 

pick up a few bits of marine litter and take it home to recycle 

or put it in a bin at the beach. It’s as simple as that. Then, 

when you are done, take a picture of your little haul on your 

phone (or make something arty with it) and post it to Twitter 

or Instagram using the #2minutebeachclean hashtag. Your 

picture will appear on the webpage: http://beachclean.net/ 

http://bbc.in/1Sk8c8L


 

 

40% of children on free school meals are not reading well on leaving primary 
school, and of those leaving without basic reading skills, 93% fail to get five good 
GCSEs.  Born to Read places volunteers in primary schools, so to support the 
development of literacy with children who have fallen behind.   

They provide support for volunteers: 

* Training, refresher training and on-going, subject-based training  

* A dedicated volunteer support worker 

* Full compensation for travel expenses  

They require a commitment from volunteers to: 

 Visit a local school twice a week for 90 minutes per visit (30 minutes with 
three children) 

 Can commit to the duration of three school terms 

Find out more at www.savethechildren.org.uk/borntoread  

or call 02070126997 

BORN TO READ 
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Collection Organisers 

This is a flexible role. 

Use your organisational skills to plan 

and run a collection in your community 

supported by your local fundraiser. Get 

all your friends and family involved to 

make it a great success. If you can only 

spare one day, why not host one of our 

collections instead?  

Box Coordinators 

This is a flexible role. 

Volunteers for a few days every few months and you do 
not need a car necessarily just access to your local shops. 

Love being your own boss? Then this 

is the role for you. Deliver boxes of 

daffodils to shops and businesses in 

your local area, collect them again and 

bank all the money you’ve helped to raise. 

 

For more information please contact Georgia 
Paton  

 Call 01892 832626  

or email Georgia.paton@mariecurie.org.uk 

Demelza House Hospice Care for Children offer care for children with life threatening and 

life limiting conditions.  

This year they are bringing their Demelza run to Groombridge Place Sunday 12th June 

and they need your help. 

 Volunteer opportunities include stewarding the event, helping at water stations, giving 

out medals and assisting with car parking. Volunteers will need to be flexible as there are 

three running events taking place that day.  

 

To volunteer your services please contact the Volunteer team on 01795 845200 or email 
volunteering@demelza.org.uk. 
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Could you be a school governor? 

Are you interested in supporting and improving children's education in Kent? If so, 

why not consider becoming a school governor?  

Schools across the county are seeking new governor volunteers from a variety of 

different professional backgrounds.  

School governors are the largest and most important volunteer force in education. 

You don't need to be a parent or have any formal qualifications to become a 

governor, but you do need a willingness to listen and to contribute to a team, have 

time to commit to a local school and the desire to improve education in the 

community. 

Being a governor is a fantastic opportunity to give something back as well as 

learning new skills. Meetings are usually in the early evening, last a couple of hours 

and take place roughly twice a term. Free training is provided for governors.  

The Chair of Governors at Brookfield Infant School, Aylesford, has said this of their 

governor role:  

“I can honestly say that the experience of being a governor has exceeded all 

expectations.  I get to work with a great group of other governors and school staff, 

all of whom bring something different to the team, and have learned a great deal.   I 

have also enjoyed myself very much along the way. I would encourage anyone with 

an interest in education to give it a go. You don't need to have an in depth 

knowledge of how schools work to be able to make a contribution, and a real 

difference to the children.” 

 
To find out more about becoming a school governor, visit 
www.becomeagovernor.com. Alternatively, contact a member of the team on 020 
7354 9805 / governors@sgoss.org.uk.  

http://www.becomeagovernor.com
mailto:governors@sgoss.org.uk


The local Tunbridge Wells branch are in need 

of volunteers. There are many roles in which 

you can get involved. 

To find out more or to have a chat please drop in and 

speak to Steve the store manager or you can call  

01892 530452 

alternatively you can email:  

tunbridgewellsshop@cancerresearch.org.uk  

Cleaning 
Administration 

Till Work 

Fundraising 

Sorting 

Brand spotting 



Become a garden tour guide for Ightham 
Mote. This medieval 
moated manor has 
some fine gardens 
surrounded by 
beautiful woodlands and Kent countryside. 
The gardens at Ightham Mote occupy 
fourteen acres, with a sequence of water 
features running throughout. There is the 

North Lawn with an 18th century cascade and terraced walks. A 
long herbaceous border which has interest over several seasons, 
from spring bulbs to autumnal displays of flowers and foliage. 
Hidden is the secluded paved garden with its pools and 
fountains, a wonderful place to relax and enjoy the soft colours 
of the planting.  
If you enjoy talking to people and sharing your passion for 
history and the countryside then garden guiding might be for 
you. The garden tours are extras that are offered to visitors and 
they are always well received. For more information please feel 
free to contact Iain Sanders at: 
iain.sanders@nationaltrust.org.uk 
     

What better way 
to enjoy this 
lovely spring 
sunshine!  

The scheme is run by Medway Valley 

and Countryside Partnership on behalf 

of the Valley of Visions Partnership 

Scheme.  For more information Please 

contact  01622 683695 or visit 

www.medwayvalley.org 



To find out more about volunteering in your local community, please 

get in touch. We offer one-to-one support to find the right  

volunteering opportunity for you 
 

Tonbridge, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells  

@Volunteering_WK 

VolunteeringWK 

volunteering@imago.community  

01892 530330 

www.imago.community 
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