July 2021

West Kent Volunteer Centre

If you are interested in volunteering and are looking for
ideas then the July edition of the West Kent Volunteer
Centre newsletter could help. We have included a variety
of very different volunteering opportunities including retail,
driving and alpaca walking!
We hope that you can find something of interest in the
newsletter. If you are looking for a specific opportunity that
isn't featured here then get in touch with our team by
email volunteering@imago.community or call 01892
530330.
Best wishes

The Volunteering Team

Whether its minutes or months, hours or days, the time you give really does make a
difference to those living with cancer
Macmillan Crossroads Care Kent and Medway are looking for volunteers to support people
living with cancer and those that care for them. As a volunteer you could provide practical
or emotional support or companionship. You could be helping around the home or garden,
supporting with transportation to health appointments or helping with the shopping.
We offer full training and continuing support in your volunteering role.
“It is a great service. My volunteer helps me to do things which I struggle with. She is
friendly and good company. We chat a lot and we have fun. I really look forward to seeing
her”
Brenda (client)

To register your interest, please contact the team:
enquiries.macmillan@crossroadskent.org
(Call Julia or Laura on 0345 095 6701 Option 3)
The Oast, 170 Tonbridge Road, Wateringbury, Kent, ME18 5NS

Charity registration number 3694575

VOLUNTEER RESEARCHER
Are you interested in social policy and making a difference in your local
community?
Citizens Advice in North & West Kent (CANWK) is looking for volunteers to undertake social policy
research as part of our busy Research and Campaigns team.
Whilst our advice work helps people solve a particular problem, our research and campaigns work
tackles the cause of the problem and stops it from impacting others.
Ideally you should be able to commit at least 7 hours a week (although we always welcome more!)
and have an interest in social policy issues and experience of carrying out research and writing
reports. We welcome interest from people seeking short term placements (a few months) and
those looking for something longer term.
All working will be remote but some travel for meetings within the North and West Kent area may
be required going forward.

For more information on CANWK please visit our website at Citizens Advice North & West Kent and
for more information on research and campaigns in Citizens Advice please see Our work - Citizens
Advice
If you are interested please email training@nwkent.cab.org.uk for more information.

Current Volunteer Vacancies at Kenward Trust
Kenward Trust is a charity based in Yalding which provides support for those
affected by addiction, homelessness, and crime. We are looking for volunteers
for a variety of different roles across our services, from alpaca walking, through
to volunteer drivers.
All of our vacancies are on our website at
www.kenwardtrust.org.uk?support-us/volunteer-for-us/current-vacancies.
The roles currently being advertised are:











Volunteer Driver
Therapeutic Gardens and Workshop Volunteer
Project Volunteer
Activities Volunteer
Gift Shop Volunteer
Cake Baker
Café Volunteer
Alpaca Walker
Reception Admin Support

CONTACT US
Kenward Road, Yalding, Kent, ME18 6AH
01622 814187
enquiry@kenwardtrust.org.uk

There have been volunteers at Compaid since the beginning, lending their
essential support to staff and clients.
You can give as much or little time as you like – some of our volunteers spare a few
hours a month, others a couple of days a week.
Some of our volunteers like the hands on approach and support our clients to learn
or relearn computer skills by being Computer Assistants working in our Training
Centre or with the Outreach team. This may involve playing games, writing letters,
being creative with art or photography software, helping someone to send an email
or to trace their ancestry.
Another ‘hands on’ role, the Volunteer Driver is a valuable part of our Accessible
Transport team helping our clients to access services using one of our specially
adapted minibuses. Trips can include social outings, weekly shopping to the local
supermarket or travel to a day centre. All drivers receive MiDAS training.
As a volunteer you will receive support starting with a formal induction followed by on
-going training and supervision and an annual appraisal. You will also be able to
claim for reasonable travel expenses.
We are proud to hold the REVAMP Quality Mark for volunteer recruitment and
management.
If you or someone you know is interested in any of these roles, please contact Judith
Williams for more information or complete the relevant application form below:
Transport/Driving Volunteer role
All other Volunteer roles.
Email: judith.williams@compaid.org.uk

Tel: 01892 834539

Do you enjoy listening to and helping people? Are you looking for a volunteering role where you can do just
that, and fits in around your family, studies or other commitments? By becoming an Association Visitor and
donating your time, energy and skills, you can make a real difference to the lives of people affected by MND.
As an Association Visitor, you will:
 offer emotional support to people living with and affected by MND
 provide information to people living with MND, their carers and families
 help people living with MND make informed choices
 help people to access appropriate services / support
 explain how the MND Association can support people living with MND, their carers and families
 record information, following the MND Association guidelines and local protocols
 develop and maintain relationships with our local Branch or Group
 attend support and supervision meetings, as well as development events.
The time required is flexible, but we expect Association Visitors to commit to a minimum of 2 - 4 hours per
week. For this role you need to be able to work as part of a team, liaise with health and social care
professionals and have the ability to develop and maintain supportive relationships.
You’ll be inducted into the role and informed about the Association. As part of this, you will receive elearning, face-to-face training and mentoring. The training programme will also include experiential and
reflective learning.
About us
MND is a fatal, rapidly progressive disease that affects the brain and spinal cord. It attacks the nerves that
control movement so muscles refuse to work. It can leave people locked in a failing body, unable to move,
talk and eventually breath. It kills a third of people within a year and more than half within two years of
diagnosis, and it has no cure.
The MND Association was founded in 1979. Our mission is to improve care and support for people with
MND, their families and carers. We also fund and promote research that leads to new understanding and
treatments and brings us closer to a cure for MND.

Apply online here—https://jobs.mndassociation.org/vacancy/association-visitor-west-kent-450078.html#

Volunteering opportunities
with Juvenile Arthritis Research (working remotely)
Juvenile Arthritis Research is a small Kent-based charity making a difference to the lives of
those affected by juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA). We are a parent-led charity with direct
experience of JIA, and are run entirely by volunteers. JIA is an autoimmune condition where
the body attacks the joints causing inflammation, pain and reduced mobility.
Demand for our services is growing rapidly, and we are looking for volunteers to help us.
We are looking for:
Experienced fundraisers
With either individual donor or grant-funding experience (or both!) to input into and
implement our fundraising strategy.

Volunteer manager
With experience in recruiting and managing volunteers to help us build our network
of volunteers and make sure it is effective.

Our volunteering roles are working remotely from your own home, and are flexible in terms of
hours (both the number of hours you are able to volunteer and the working pattern). This is a
unique opportunity to get involved with a rapidly growing small charity and help influence and
shape the way we evolve.

For more information or to register your interest please email hello@jarproject.org.

We understand the unique demands of service life, whether it’s on UK soil or overseas. Support is
available for people at any stage in their military career; from the youngest recruit to the oldest
veteran – no one’s service is ever forgotten. We have more than 4,000 trained SSAFA volunteers
who provide personalised, face-to-face support to those in their local area.
From day one volunteers have been at the heart of SSAFA. This is as true today as 135 years
ago.
We simply could not reach as many people and make such a difference without their amazing
support. Each and every volunteer is valuable and together they enable us to change the lives of
those in need.
By volunteering with SSAFA you become part of this history and join a unique network of staff
and volunteers delivering help to the armed forces family whenever they need it.
Please use your postcode to search for a role in your area on our website—www.ssafa.org.uk/
volunteer/why-volunteer.
There are currently a number of roles for people in our area including that of caseworker. This is
an interesting and rewarding role suiting those who have or want to increase their transferable
skills. Volunteers are based at home and are currently volunteering in line with our COVID-19
policy.

Do you enjoy walking in Sevenoaks District’s plentiful green
spaces?
Are you personable and interested in helping people access and explore their local area?
You might be interested in becoming a volunteer walk leader for the Sevenoaks District
Wellbeing Walks programme. We need people to share their enthusiasm for the benefits of
walking with others in their community by leading and/or supporting group walks in their local
area.
You’ll get to meet new people within our friendly walking groups and know that you are
making a difference to residents lives by helping them to:




Benefit from an accessible form of exercise which has fantastic benefits on their longterm health.
Feel the mental health benefit of being in nature
Giving them access to a social, friendly group where they can meet new friends.

You can commit as much time as you wish to this volunteering opportunity, but what better
way to volunteer then by going on a walk with a group of friendly, like-minded people.
If you are interested, please contact us on healthy.living@sevenoaks.gov.uk, we look
forward to hearing from you.

.

Committee member needed for Sustainable Edenbridge - Secretary





Kent Fire and Rescue Service has opened up recruitment for volunteers in various roles in
our service.

We are looking for people to support in the following roles:
Volunteer Support – Safety
Volunteer Support - Resources
Volunteer Support – Business
The link below details the work our volunteers engage with a tab ‘How to apply’.
Volunteers - Kent Fire and Rescue Service (fire-uk.org)

.

Putting you in the driving seat
Transport is a means to independence, but when you are unable, too poorly or wary of using public
transport then isolation and loneliness can become the normal.

Dial 2 Drive has a fantastic team of volunteer drivers who use their own cars to offer a lifeline to
local older or less mobile people, helping them get to their appointments and with trips out and about.
If you are looking for a volunteering role that is flexible enough to fit around your other activities, where
you can volunteer for one drive a month or more, with expenses reimbursed, then look no further!
Dial 2 Drive supports people living in the Kent districts of Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge, Sevenoaks and we
are also looking to recruit drivers to meet the demand from residents in Swanley, Dartford and Gravesham.
Our drivers have been busier than ever as we have been helping transport people to Covid vaccination
appointments.
To find out more, visit our website for details and an application form. One of our Coordinators will be in
touch to have an informal chat and answer any questions. If you both feel the role is right for you then we
would take up references and carry out a DBS check before offering you a drive. It is a great role and one
that makes such a difference to those who need it.
“Meeting new people, seeing new parts of my local area and helping those who need it the most— that’s
why I volunteer for Dial 2 Drive.”
https://imago.community/Community-Services/Dial2Drive/Volunteer
Email driving@imago.community
Call 0300 777 1200

Volunteers required for our Imago charity shop
16 Monson Road, Tunbridge Wells
An exciting opportunity to be involved in the operation of our charity shop which has
moved into new premises.

Are you:

Friendly with a helpful manner

Honest and reliable

Happy working in a team

Interested or experienced in working in retail/fashion/with the general public
Varied roles from front of house to behind the scenes, pricing, sorting, EBay and displays.
For more information contact Sally on 07719 249643 or sally.simms@imago.community.
You will be contacted for an informal chat about the role and if both feel that the role is
right for you then we will take up your references. There may be opportunities for DofE
candidates, please enquire.

@Volunteering_WK

volunteering@imago.community
01892 530330

VolunteeringWK

www.imago.community

