September 2018

West Kent Volunteer Centre

As the summer draws to a close why not beat the post holiday blues with
a new volunteering challenge? Inside the September edition we feature
opportunities with Spa Valley Railway, the National Trust, Live Well Kent,
the Young Lives Foundation, the Royal British Legion, Citizens Rights for
Older People (CROP), Wheels of Time, the Alzheimers Society, Carers First,
Information, Advice and Support Kent (IASK) Royal Air Forces Association,
Rockdale Housing Association, the Silver Line, a parish council, Imago,
the Macular Society and Rural Age Concern Darent Valley.
Contact details are given with each advert but if you would like to talk
about volunteering more generally then call our volunteering team on
01892 530330 or email volunteering@imago.community.
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Have you ever dreamed of becoming a train driver or being in charge
of a station?
The Spa Valley Railway in Tunbridge Wells is looking for enthusiastic
volunteers to help with the running of this popular heritage railway which
has stations between Tunbridge Wells West and Eridge with additional
stops at High Rocks and Groombridge.
Volunteers are vital to the survival of the railway and now more than ever
the railway is looking for new volunteers to join existing members to keep
this popular railway running its steam and diesel trains for visitors of all
ages to enjoy. Events and experiences at the railway include Afternoon
Tea, Fish and Chip Suppers, Murder Mystery Evenings and the popular
Santa Express.
If you have a few hours spare contact the railway to find out about the roles
available in the engine shed, ticket office and catering department. The
railway also needs a finance director to help run the accounts. Becoming a
volunteer is also a great way to make new friends!
“We also train volunteers interested in becoming station masters, guards
and of course train drivers!” said Jonnie Wesson who himself started as a
volunteer at the railway when he was just 13yrs old!"
To find out more visit the volunteers page at www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk or
contact us on volunteering@spavalleyrailway.co.uk or t: 01892 537715.
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Help make a difference to the lives of older people TO ACCESS THEIR RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS

Become a CROP Volunteer Advocate and help older people access what they
need to know when faced with a problem and don’t know where to turn to. With
your support you can help with:-



Accessing benefits



Complaints



Housing and accommodation



Support /care services



Grants to help with essentials/repairs



Access local community services



Help write letters and make phone calls



Be a voice - listen - help seek out options

Helping older people to
make informed decisions—
to retain independence–
their choice—their life.

Volunteer Advocates visit clients in their own home, providing a face to face
service, to help with any issue or problem they are struggling with.
If you would like to know more please ring Debbie 01622 851200

Wheels of Time
Volunteer Administrator
The Core Group (management committee) of the Wheels of Time Scheme is seeking a volunteer
administrator.
Wheels of Time is a badge collecting scheme encouraging the exploration of 33 Kent heritage sites
for 5-11 year olds.
The 33 members range from very small to medium sized museums and heritage sites. The majority
are charities, many volunteer run, together with some local authority run sites. Consideration is
being given to expansion of the Scheme to include further sites for 2019.
The Role
The duties to be undertaken are:

maintenance of the Scheme member contacts list,

assist the organisation of General Meetings including issue of invitations and agenda,

assist the organisation of a Scheme event,

minute taking at Core Group and General Meetings,

issue of minutes to the Core Group, for review, and to the full membership,

issue of member contribution and other invoices,

preparation and distribution of member news emails,

collation of the scheme monitoring data from all members to a single spreadsheet,

issue monitoring data summary,

administration of the Roamin Rex Award scheme.
The administrator could also assist:

the preparation and distribution of parent news emails,

maintenance of the Scheme website,

maintenance of the Scheme social media channels,

request and collation of information from new sites.
The Core Group is seeking a candidate that:

is competent in the use of office software including word processing and spreadsheet
(Microsoft Office is preferred but software using Open Document Format is acceptable),

has previous experience of taking minutes,

is self-motivated,

has good listening skills.
It is estimated that the role will involve between 180 and 220 hours per year. Scheme meetings are
held at member sites across Kent, some of which are in rural locations. Between five and seven
meetings are held each year together with one additional promotional event.
The successful candidate will need to arrange their own transport to these meetings.
Reasonable travel expenses will be paid.
How to apply: For more information about the role and to express an interest, contact Bob Shrubb
(wheelsoftime@ashfordmuseum.org.uk).

Volunteers needed to support the Royal Air Forces Association!
Could you give a little time to be a friend to someone facing loneliness in your community?
Right now there are veterans in the RAF family suffering from loneliness. Often, what can help
more than anything is a friendly visit from a like-minded person. Could you become an RAF
Association Volunteer Befriender and help make a positive difference to someone’s life?
If so, please contact the Volunteering Team on volunteers@rafa.org.uk or 0800 018 2361
Find out more about our work at www.rafa.org.uk.

Rockdale Housing Association is a sheltered housing scheme for older people located in
Sevenoaks town centre. Our residents enjoy participating in a number of different activities
and one of these is singing. Our choir, the Rockdale Singers, is open to all residents and is
held once a fortnight for an hour on a Tuesday morning in our common room.
We are looking for a volunteer to take on the role of leading our enthusiastic choir. The
ability to play the piano would be very helpful, but not essential. This could be run term
time only and may be an opportunity for two friends to work together. If you are interested
in this role please contact Val Riches on 01732 458762 or email val.riches@rockdale.org.uk
for more details.

Volunteer with Carers FIRST!
Carers FIRST delivers the Carers Service across the west of Kent supporting people who
look after a relative or friend who due to ill health, physical or mental illness, disability,
frailty, or addiction cannot manage without their support. We provide information, advice,
guidance, emotional support, training and activities, giving carers an opportunity to have a
break from their caring role and help them to get the support they need.
We are currently looking for volunteers to help run walking groups in Tonbridge, Tunbridge
Wells, Edenbridge and Sevenoaks. This is a role for anyone who is interested in walking and
exploring the great outdoors. If you have some time to spare and would like to walk and
talk, supporting our carers, then we would love to hear from you.
Please email volunteer@carersfirst.org.uk to find out more, or to request an application
form.

The Silver Line Helpline was founded by Esther Rantzen to combat the isolation and
loneliness that many older people experience and live with across the UK. We rely on
volunteers to support the services that we provide to thousands of older people so we
would like to find out how your volunteer center can help us recruit volunteers. Our
volunteering roles range from flexible home based roles to office based posts at various
locations across the country.
I look forward to hearing from you and please let us know if you have any questions.
The Silver Line Volunteering Team
Office: (020) 7224 2020
Email: volunteer@thesilverline.org.uk

Exciting new volunteer role at Withyham Parish Council
Are you looking for a new challenge? Would you like to make a huge difference
in your community? Do you have some time free in the week?
Withyham Parish Council has an exciting new volunteer role. As Volunteer Coordinator, you will help take
forward volunteering across the Parish. Recruiting volunteers to work on a number of fun and rewarding
activities that help make the Parish a great place to live.
We are ideally looking for someone who enjoys working with people; is well-organised with good IT skills
and who is able to commit to a few hours a week. You will be based in the friendly and busy Parish Office
in Groombridge alongside the Parish Clerks.
If you are interested in finding out more about this great volunteering opportunity, please contact the Parish
Clerk on clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk or 01892 864557.
Deadline for interest is Friday 21 September 2018.

Being diagnosed with macular disease can leave you and your family feeling isolated and
uncertain about the future. The Tunbridge Wells Support Group is friendly and informal and
offers support and help in understanding macular disease and coming to terms with sight
loss. Members can gain practical and emotional support and discover some of the low and
high vision aids that exist to assist those suffering partial vision loss.
The Group meets monthly on the first Thursday in the Parish Hall of St. Augustine’s Church,
Crescent Road, Tunbridge Wells from 10.30—12.30.
We would very much welcome help to assist with the general running of our meetings,
greeting arrivals, refreshments, assisting members with reading materials etc.
If you would like to know more please contact:
Trish Corney on 01435 872924 or email trishmandy@btinternet.com.

Finance Assistant Volunteer – Tunbridge Wells
One day per week
Imago runs Short Break fun clubs for disabled children across the 12 districts of Kent. A
key aspect of the finance department is to make sure pro formas are submitted every
month for each club. The pro forma acts as a financial record for each trip, with how
much was spent and how much collected from the young people on each date.
As a Finance Assistant the role would involve:

Ensuring that all pro forma are submitted for each date a club is run.

Checking the receipts received and paid for clubs match with what is input on our
Quickbooks accounting system.

Doing a weekly reconciliation of the petty cash. This includes recording on our
Quickbooks accounting system shop receipts and any other funds that have arrived
in.

Ensuring the petty cash balance matches the total cash in hand.
If you are interested please contact Fiona Watkins on 01892 530330 or email
fiona.watkins@imago.community.

To find out more about volunteering in your local community,
please get in touch

Tonbridge, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells

@Volunteering_WK

volunteering@imago.community
01892 530330

VolunteeringWK

www.imago.community

